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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

do rua a-muck and iilt at ali EF meet: 

J anly wear it in a land of [Tectors, 

Phicves, supercargees, skarpars, aid directurs.— Pore . 
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SECONDARY LIBELLERS OF HER LATS 
MAJESTY. 


PARSON BLACOW CAUGHT IN THE LIBEL TRAP! 


“ Dawy.—I de beseech you, Sir, te countenance Wiliiam Visor, of Wos- 
“cot, against Charlies Perkes of the Hail. 

“ Shallow.--Paere are many complaints, Davy, against that Visor: that 
“ Visor isan arrant kuave, on my knowledge, 

“ Davy.—i grant your worship that he isa knave, Sir: bat yet, God far- 
“ord, Sir, buta knave should have some cornienance at his friend's 
“request, Ag honest man, Sir, is able to speak for himself, when a 
“koaveisuot, 1 have served your worship truly, Sis, saese eight 
“years; andif I cannot osce ar twice ina quarter beat outa knave > © 
“ acainstan honest oan, f have but very little credit with your wor- 
“ship. DPhe Xnaveis my honest friend, Sir; therefore L beseech your 
“ worship let him be countenauced.”—Saaksr Rags. 


oe ne 


THE RLACK DWARF TO MR. JUSTICE HOLROYD, 


One of ihe four Judges who determined thit Mr. Jas- 
tice Best had a legal right to fine Mr. Davison, for 
wheat he called impertinance. 

My Loan, 

Fam one of those who are anxious that the 
laws of England should wear somo Anown features, and 
that the courts may not be at liberty to offer us their 
changeling opinions instead of those immutable prin- 
ciples on which the laws should fix their unalterable ba- 
sis. Iam, besides, one of those who thought the cen- 
duct of Mr. Justice Best, in fining Mr. Davison, utterly 

Vou. Vii. Nu. 13, 
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indefensible ; and i call upon you, who defended the eon- 
duct of Mr. Justice Best upon that occasion, to account 
for your declining to imitate it, in a case where the az- 
gravation was beyond measure insulting to the court. 
We will state the fact, if you please. Mr. Davison was 
a poor man, Who took the liberty of publishing certain 
matters which he believed were correct, and calculated 
to promote the progress of truth. In_ his defence he in- 
sisted that the purity of his motives ought to procure for 
him an acquiital; and began to account for not employ- 
ing counsel, because he imagined the servility to the 
bench which the bar has too often displayed, would pre- 
vent a counsel from taking such steps in his defence : as he 
thought necessary. [or this assertion, which Nir. Jus 
tice Best called a libel on the bar, Mr. Davison was fined, 
{ think, feventy pounds : -—though he had uttered an 
evident truth »—it being certain that no counsel could 
have been expected to advance the same defence; and if 
this could have been calculated upon, no Judge would 
have suffered any counsel to proceed with what he would 
have called an aggravation. Lor asserting that infidelity 
prevailed among “the higher orders of the clergy, Davi- 
son was fined a second “time ; and a third, beckons he 
dared to say he was ready to go to prison, if the Judge 
thought proper to commit him. In all these things, l 
hold Mr. Davison to have been free from any legal pe- 

nalty, without any reference to the policy, or zmpolicy, 
of his conduct. He was poor, and destitute of those ad- 

vantages of education which might have bound him to a 
stricter observance of punctilios :—but the Judge made no 
allowance ; and in fact destroyed the defence he had pre- 
pared, and the means of modifying it according to cireum- 
stances, by erecting himself into an absclute dictator, and 
making his pleasure the rule of propriety and law. His 
right to do this, was solemnly affirmed by the tribunal 
of which you form a part; and it was to be presumed 
that you would have acted in the same manner, when 
occasion was allorded, even if the libeller should be on 
the other side of the question. Parson Blacow was 
brought before you. There were no mitigatmg cireum- 
stances in his favor. He had most outrageously made 
the pulpit the medium of a most scandalous attack on a 
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most injured Woman—on one, Whose defenceless situa- 
tion might have charmed an ordinary brute into forbear- 
ance. Not able to invent any thing sufficientiy degrad- 
ing towards her Majesty, himself, he had transplanted 
his slander from the foul columns of a London Journal, 
pre-eminent in slanderous reputation, and made the pul- 
pit the organ of the selected abomination. I need not 
insult decency by any transcription of the libel, as my 
object is to call your attention closely to the parallel ! 
wish to draw, between the condwet which you thought 
deserving of punishment in Mr. Davison, and that which 
you suffered on the part of this ultra-loyal priest of the 
high altar of calumny. Mr. Davison was fined for 
doubting the independence of the bar, as the learned 
Judge would not suffer that learned body to be slandered 
in his presence. Tle could not bear that their feelings 
should be outraged so far; and though the assertion, or 
opinion of Mr. Davison, would only raise a laugh among 
the objects of his attack, yet the Judge felt himself called 
upon to maintain their dignity, by imposing a fine, and 
thus distracting the attention of the defendant from his 
defence. I shall pass over Parson Blacow’s treatment of 
Mr. Brougham, as fair enough towards an enemy who 
could defend himself, and was present to do what he 
deemed necessary in his own behalf; and proceed to that 
part of the report which says, Parson Blacow, “ next 
‘* spoke of SUCH REPTILES as WAITHMAN and Woop, 
‘‘ who had only talent to weigh a drug, or measure a 
* yard of tape,—regular traders in guile and decep- 
“ tion.” | find, at the end of this vituperation, you say, 
‘“ If you go on so; 1 must stop you!” But why did 
your lordship suffer him to goon so? Why did you not 
interfere, when he spoke of “ such reptiles as Waith- 
“man and Wood?” Where was your care of the repu- 
tabion of the absent? Where was your fine to preserve 
the dignity of the court? Was it not enough to demand 
your interference, that a member of the legislature for 
the metropolis, and the Sheriff of the Metropolitan 
County, were called “‘ reptiles” in your presence, and 
to require your prompt prevention of any further slan- 
der! Was it to support the dignity of the court, to wait 
until Parson Blacow had added, they were “ regular 
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‘ traders in guileand deception?” If a radical defendant 
a used the words, “ such reptiles,” as applied to Cas- 
Ucreagh and Sidmeuth, would you have waited for any 
addition to the calumny. Youenan harcly plead that 
you Were surprised into the bearing; for | find it re- 
ported thet you hed eigifeen times before remonstrated 
with it clerical fibeller, and warned him, in the milcest 
manner, fo treat fhe court with deeency , and observe 
the reid oe of common sense. Poor Bavison had no 


o_ 


such adimonitions. His sepposed offences were pounced 
upon with ail imacintille alaeritv. “ f fine you i fjwenty 
“mounds for that!” was, at onee, his information of his 


ofience, and its punishment, “When you did interfere, 1t 
) ve character of the absent, or the 
, by any punishment of the 
defeadant. You mereiv observed.“ [ff yon Zo on so, Tmust 
= vconny adds, * Phen t cannot go 
on.” You mildly rejoin. “ Noslanders are to be repeaced 

here; which he very ingeniously interprets into a 
a license ts uéfer then: onee, and preeceds to calls © Sir 
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ought not to be done. Why did you permit this minis- 
terial defendant to do infinitely more, than it had been 
ruled defendasts on the other side of the question should 
be permitted to re ? Wil it not be supposed that cer- 
tain persons have the pr ivilege of ihe courés :—to abuse 
whom they will; and that tae rod is prese| ‘ved only for 
those who m: ry not chance to be favourites? At last, on 
a reference to a matter that neither pa rti: wed, nor any 
other motive couid deem relevant, you interfere again— 
not in the éerrors of fine, or the re at of commneitment, 
which assailed Davison, almost } iu the same breath cola 
you appeal to hin, as a ** man of e: on — conducting 
his own defi ence, and Marat. gs zeal for submission 
© to authority,” aud profess your s a ize that he should 
‘© go on so!” “What a misfortune for Davison, that he 
was not a man of education, and that he could not bypo- 
critically cant about his desire to submit to authority ! Mr. 
Justice Best might then have been as mild to his errors, 
as you towards those of Parson Blacow ;—and if besides 
this education, aud cant, he had been of Parson Blacow’s 
sentiments, we may be able to cuess by Parson Blacow 
ultimate sentence, ‘what he might have gained, or aN 
Your mild appe: al was utter ly ineflicacious:—and the 
reporter tells us, that in a few minutes after, “ the inter- 
‘* ruptions of the court were ¢rcessant and unavailin 
This is rare respect tor the Judges of the land! and for 
the authority of Courts of Justice y—yel we have no 
menéiion of fine—no threats of nner isonment,—no Vin- 
dication of the dignity ef the bench! This would almost 
suggest the idea that Davison was fined and threatened, 
because he did not persist in his course—that he was aati: 
midated into submission, when perseverance would have 
enabled him to triumph; for Mr. Blacow bursts out into 
the declaration, that ‘* if racks, tortures, even the gibbet 
“ were his reward, he would not abate one word of what 
“he had said?” ‘There is something manly in the spirit 
of this furious priest , if it were not borrow ed for the occa- 
sion from a confidence in the protection it would receive 
from the cause in which he was embarked. This successive 
triumph over your authority, and your forbearance, encou~ 
rages him to proceed,and he: says, ‘* the Common Council 
‘of London was a 7 perous brood,a nest of pestilentiad 
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“ radicals, and mountebank dealers en disloyalty!” 
Who would not expect that a judge who had declared 
Mr. Justice Best to be right in his treatment of Davison, 
would have exclaimed- -“‘ [ fine you twenty pounds for 
“ that!” Nothing of the sort occurs. The Common 
Council of London do not appear to be under the protec- 
tien of the Bench at Lancaster, any more than Alder- 
man Wood, Sheriff Waithman, or Sir Francis Burdett. 
Parson Blacow treats them all with as much abuse as he 
deems proper; but I observe he sticks literally to the 
observance of the rule laid down, that slanders are not 
to be repeated. Their first utterance it seems is allow- 
able, and he is modestly content with this. The re- 
porter does not even give us a judicial ‘* oh! fie!’ at 
this slander of the Common Council. Was your lord- 
ship over-matched? Did the feelings which overpowered 
Lord Ellenborough, when he exclaimed, ‘‘ we must let 
the storm blow over us,” assail your lordship? Were you 
eonquered by this Prince of Parsons? Did your genius 
shrink under his abuse? He seems to have triumphed in 
his rage; and in his career of victory, he determined that 
not even the law should entirely escape ; and after de- 
claring ‘* the Whigs in office to be tyrants, and out of 
** office to be traitors,” he said, “‘ they were as ready to 
“ cast off the Qlueen, when she should have answered 
‘¢ their purposes, as that old crazy-headed goat, Lord 
** Erskine, to cast off his concubine.” As Mr. Brougham 
did not chuse to contest the truth of this, character of the 
Whigs, neither shall I:—for the point to which I solicit 
the attention of your lordship, is the difference of the 
treatment met with by the two defendants, in question. 
Mr. Davison was temperate, respeciful, and mild, be- 
yond any comparison with Parson Blacow. Language 
that would not have been tolerated in any decent society 
was permitted to Blacow, if not without reproof, at least 
without any effect from the reproof, and without any at- 
tempt on the part of the judge to enforce the observance 
of that decency which was due to himself as a man, and 
to his authority as a judge: to Davison how opposite was 
the conduct of the Judge. Ifhe fell into an error as to 
the dependence of the bar, it was an error that any man 
might have entertained; and which, entertaining, any 
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man had a legal right to express. His opinion of some 
high authorities in the church is by no means singular. 
Our satirists have before pointed to “reverend atheists,” 
and “‘ infidel prelates,” and it is not every one who Is 
convinced the race of either is entirely extinct. But for 
our ministerial libeller, not even an apology can be 
made. A wanton violation of individual fecling was de- 
fended by a total contempt for all authority :—and you 
felt yourself entirely unable to cope with the extent of 
his slanders. There could be no better proof afforded 
of your deubts as to the propriety of the conduct of .Mr. 
Justice Best. If you were satisfied he acted legally and 
properly, haw can you satisfy yourself, for not imitating -. 
his example? The precedent was fresh in your memory, 
and the necessity for enforcing it, ten times as apparent. 

After this specimen of loyal libellers, I have no doubt 
you would rather sit in judgment on a thousand radical 
offenders, than one ministerial Parson Blacow. If their 
better reason should perplex you more, their better man~ 
ners, and their reliance on the reason and justice of their 
cause, would offend you less. They would respect you, 
while you respected the laws you are appointed to admi- 
nister ; and spare you the mortification which the rude 
license of this clerical brawler’s insolence must have:oe- 
casioned, with whatever countenance you might have 
deemed it essential to bear his abuse. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





BIRMINGHAM POLITICS. 
SEIZING PERSONS FOR POOR’S RATES. 

it is with some degree of surprize we perceive the fol- 
lowing advertisement in a Birmingham Paper, of last 
Monday. Notwithstanding the mummery of the loyal. 
address, and the Joyal non-sense of which Mr. Corrie 
must be by this time ashamed, there remains so much of. 
distress in that prosperous tow n; and it is threatened 
to seize the nersons of the inhabitants, if they continue 
to lock up their premises, to prevent thar goods being 
seized for poor’s rates. We should like to ‘know what 
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advantage these very sapient overseers expect from seiz- 
ing the persons of those who cannot pay poor’s rates ? 
As Birmingham is a colony of the empire, perhaps it 
may be intended to obtain the poor’s rates, by selling the 
parties for slaves, who cannot pay levies: otherwise 
the threat seems to us a little ridiculous. If the father 
ofa family is thrown into prison, the family must be 
taken into the workhouse ; and what will the parish gain 
by such a proceeding? Will they next sell the women 
and children for poor’s rates? An Act of Parliament 
to this effect will shortly be necessary, both for taxes 
and poor’s rates, if the people have no objection. These 
are all tricks to scare the poor into quiescent starvation ; 
but they will not long avail. Those who eannot meet 
the exigencies of the times, will not long wait to be put 
in prison, or to have their goods seized upon, because 
they cannot maintain those who are still poorer than 
themselves. They will meet the danger in a more ef- 
fectual way. They will sell their goods, live upon the 
produce, and then demand a subsistence from those who 
will not let them endeavour to keep themselves, without 
burthening them with poor’s rates? The advertisement 
is as follows :— 

** The Overseers of the Poor of the Parisnu of 
BirnMINGHAM, regret to state the many difficulties that 
are thrown in their way, in the performance of their 
duty, especially in the execution of their warrants of 
distress. An erroneous idea has been entertained by 
many persons, that if they secure their premises from 
entrance, no Warrant can be put in force; but the 
Overseers take this opportunity of informing the inha- 
bitants, that such conduct only changes the nature of 
the warrant to that of one against their persons ; and 
they are determined, in all cases where such obstacles 
occur, to use the utmost severity with whieh the law 
empowers them, and to cause the offenders to be com- 
mitted to prison. | 

*¢The Overseers would wish to impress this upon the 
minds of the inhabitants, because it has been their pain- 
Jud task, in the course of the last week, to enforce this 
part of the law; and they are desirous of preventing as 
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much as possible, the recurrence of so irksome apart of 
their duty. a hia 
“ Workhouse Vestry, Friday, Sept. 21, 1821.” 


These overseers may be justified in enforcing the law, 
as far as the law is concer ned ; bul there is no moral jus- 
tification fer levying Poors’ Rate, upon such’of the poor 
as can hardly maintain themselves. The poor aré to be 
maintained, in the spirit of the law, by those who are 
rich; and it is a most unseemly fr: aud’ to make a poor 
man contribute to the Poors’ Rate, because he does not 
ask parish assistance. Let the rich supporters of the 

system, the Joyal Magistrates, the life-and fortune-men, 
the exclusive loyal, support the poor which their favou- 
rite system males. What have the peoplé who dislike 
the system, to do with the remedy of the misery it 
creates? Is it not enough they should bear “their own 
share of it ? Commitling people to prison; because’ they 
have no means of paying parochial taxes, without de- 
priving themselves of necessaries, is an admirable mode 
of making folks in love with the system of misrepresen- 
tation ! ‘Some, it seems, have been’ already committed 
to prison, because they were poor! This is Christianity, 
in the nineteenth century !—and we dare say the over- 
seers would be angry if we were to doubt their being 

Christians of the first order. Will they favour us with 


the texts of Scripture that correspond with such laws, 
and such enfurcements of the law ? 


ELECTION OF LORD M AYOR OF LONDON. 
—=—e 


Alderman Heygate has set upa claim against the 
rotation, wonderful to relate! because Alderman Mag- 
nay wishes to have the benefit of it! The former gen- 
tleman says Alderman Magnay ought to have been Lord 
Mayor last. year; and that it is his turn on the present 
occasion, because Alderman Magnay was ‘not elected in 
his turn! ‘There are some certain reasons which make 
the Mayoralty desirable in the ensuing year. His Ma- 
jesty is to be invited to partake of the city cheer; and 
the ministerial party want a ministerial Lord’ ‘Mayer, 
that his Majesty may be induced to accept the invila- 
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tion. Hence the intrigue which has brought Mr. Mag- 
nay into the list of candidates; as it was probable Mr. 
Heygate’s claims might have not been deemed worth 
of any one’s notice. He was not the senior Alderman ; 
and upon any other grounds, it would have puzzled 
Sydrophel himself, to find out on what he rested his 
claim. Mr. Magnay is senior Alderman ; but as a junior 
Alderman was deemed preferable last year, it is proba- 
ble one may also be preferred now. Mr. Sheriff Waith- 
man is nota candidale; but if the livery look round for 
an efficient office, we do not see where else their choice 
can rest. We want no banquettings—no carousals— 
no affected merriment—in the metropolis. We want a 
little plain sense, and a great deal of manly firmness. It 
is rumoured his Majesty has said he will not visit the 
corporation of London. Whether this be true, er no, 
we care not; but if he does visit them, we hope he will 
meet with more sincerity, and more honesty, than he 
met with among the Corporation of Dublin:—and to 
ensure this, we should advise the passing over of Messrs. 
Magnay and Heygate for the present year. They may 
serve hereafter. We see no reason for their hurry to 
reach the civic chair. They should remember it is the 
last honor within their reach, and endeavour to be care- 
ful of it. When that cake is eaten, all their consequence 
will have termination. The wise always keep something 
in the perspective. 


—_-- ——— —_— -_——? 


Smiiineese —— a AP 


WISH OF THE BANK OF ENGLAND TO 
CIRCULATE GOLD. 


—- 


We have given this establishment a long holiday ; 
and we did not intend to disturb its repose, while it con- 
tinued its cash payments ; but some circumstances were 
developed at a meeting of the Directors, on Thursday, 
which demand some attention. Our readers will remem- 
ber, that in our repeated attacks upon the Aanging ex- 
ploits of the worthy Directors, we repeatedly remarked 
on the strange inconsistency of the various statements re- 
lative to the issue of the new tnimetable notes. By 
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awakening the public to the mora? guzlt, and political 
mischief, of sending youth and age, ignorance and im- 
becility, indiscriminately to the gallows, for offences 
which it was so evidently in their power to lessen in 
amount, we have no doubt but that the Directors were 
put upon the expedient of promising to produce a note 
difficult of imitation, to pacify the indignation which 
burst forth among the populace, on the repetition of the 
horrible executions for offences which misery was tempt- 
ed to commit. by the facility of commission which the 
Bank permitted to exist. This trick, this delusion, 
had its effect. The public were deceived into continued 
acquiescence in the continuance of useless executions ; 
and the system went merrily on. Wretch after wretch 
was consigned to the hands of the executioner ; and, 
when the public began to enquire after the new notes 
lie after lie was made use of, by the minions of the sys 
tem, to induce the public to believe that they were al 
but ready for issuing. A Parliamentary Commission 
was appointed, which gave “ airy nothing, a local habi- 
‘‘ tation and a name.” It was announced that a speci- 
men had been finally determined upon :—that the ma= 
chinery was at work:—that a great number had been 
prepared :—and that it was only to supply the requisite 
quantity that the Directors waited for the issue. Mem- 
bers of Parliament pretended to believe these statements, 
and repeated them to give them weight and currenc 

with the public, which the shuffling of the Directors had 
failed to obtain for them. If our memory does not be- 
tray us infinitely more than it is wont to do, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer announced that great progress 
had heen made in the manufacture; and he went so far, 
at last, as to name the period when payments would 
be made in them! We said at the time this was all a 
tallacy! We were not in the secret of the great Rag 
flouse; but we were in possession of something more 
important. We knew they could not produce a cheap 
ote, which would be difficult of imitation; and we know 
enough of commercial avarice, to suspect the Bank would 
not adopt any form or fabric of note, which would cost 
them more than their present flimsy rags, which are the 


sd ee = iy : 
cheapest that can be manufactured, both with respect to 
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the quantity, and quality of the requisite materials. Tn 
the number uney issue, a difference of a farthiag per note 
would make a considerable sum ; and itis the spirit of 
their commerce, particularly, to gain all they can. A 
few lives, more or Jess, is a matter of little difference, in 
ihe may of trade. Men are of no vaine here 5 and Wie- 
ther | ey die in their beds, or starve in the streets, or 
perisii on the seaffold, is of tittle consequence In certain 
Eyes. Every local Bank in the country Louk: infinitely 
more pans to have notes of diticul lt imitation, than the 
Bank of England ; although the former were more easily 
enabled to detect forgeries, from the limited circulation 
of their notes, than the latte Wr, Whose paper was made 
legal iender throushoul the empire. 

What will the Juries who ‘have been made instrumen- 
tal in depriving their fellow-creatures of life, say to their 
silly reliance ujon the promises of the Bank, and iis pa- 
trons, in and out of Parliament, when they find.all our 
suppositious realized :—-when it is avowed that a these 
promises of enemedabie iioles were ail fii idxenoods :—that 
every atlempt bas failod:—thai nothing but eaperi- 
ments have been made xcagill that not a sin xle new note 
has ever been struck off, for the purpose of issuing to the 
public! What unblushing impudence must such fellows 
have! fu what contempt must those mei held the public, 
who dare thus impose upou its credulity? Yet 
it is certain they have done so: for we have a confession 
of the fact, from the lips of the Governor himself. At 
the Nie: ating ov Thursday, to prociaima dividend, a Pro- 
prietor * wished to know from the Governor, what sleps 
had been taken by those who had the subject i in hand, to 
complete the ne projected plan of Bank notes, which 

was to oppose so great an obstacle to forgers. He was 
sorry to sec, that notwith standing the gree <me of specie, 
and consequent reduction of the circulation of small Bank 
notes of Ll. and 21. there was still heavy capital prosecu- 
tions carrying on for forgery; and a punishment inflict- 

ed, which perhaps he was one of those who thought too 
great for the oilence.” The Governor then said, “¢ that 
with respect to the penalty for the offence alluded to, it 
was quile clear that it was a subject entirely in the hands 
of a higher power—the legislature ; and not in the 
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controul of the Directors! The latter had only to pur-*- 
ste a course which they thought conducive to the 
ceneral interesis of the public; and the legislature was 
alone competent to fix the j — for the infraction 
of the law. The times ame, vertainly a little aitered 
respeeung the question of forgery, sinea the subject had 
been formerly started in that court. The late issue of 
specie, in exchange for bank-notes, had necessarily 
eaused that alteration. Previously the Bank had not, 
as the law stood, fhe porrer of issuing the metallic cur- 
yency of the realm in exchange ‘for their notes; they 
had, ho wever, by aspecial act of parliament since the 
seventh of May ‘last obtained that power ; and they had, 
as ae as the demands upon them admitted, 
availed themselves ef the law, to call ina large portion 


ay 
of their notes from general circulation. Zé “as a mise 
take to suppose Lat the issue of specie was intended 
snerely for the exrcha "ge of their ONE and TWO pound 
notes. Lhev had extended theprivilege to ALL THEIR 


Neves, ang rere shidé anxious todo so. A bank note 
now, in the hands of the holder, stood, therefore, in quite 
a diferent situaticn from that in which it prev ‘iously 
stuod, relatively to the Bank. Before, it was compulsory 
upon the holder to retain it:—now, that was not she 
case, jor he nad ondy to bring his : note, of whatever 

amount, ané io obtain cash for it at the ‘bank. That 


a 


altered slate of thi: iSS Ne pisses restricted the Bank 
{ri si exte adin 1a ti é te fai of 4 POEE CULLORC, that snecies 
, " “ha a} 
of preteciion to the ails which had been pri viously 
\o Fee a cont 2 ? 
vorged, Wily respect to ihe nee plan of Bank note, 


apon the result of whiea so many sanguine expectations 
had been raised, 2e was sorry fo state, that the practt- 
cal operations did rot bear out the anticipation. formed 
of them. hie trusted the Court % would give the directors 
credit fur having adopted the bee! recommended plans, and 
practic ily wake them with the greatest anxiety, labour, 
and expense ; they had indced w ork ed them to anestent far 
beyond the or:zina! idea formed oj hea th as themselves 5 
Bul it Was wiiu tae ulmost regret that he had now to say, 
the resuil had not borne oul the previcus expectation. 
Fle always begyed to be anderstood as speakiag the 
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opinions of the directors, and of them alane. The 
Directors entertaining such an opinion, it was impossible 
they could hold out to public confidence, with their sanc- 
tion, a new plan, which they did not think possessed the 
stability attributed to it. At the same time, the Direc- 
tors assured the court, that f4ey had never ceased, not 
alone during the last one, fwo, or three years, but 
throughout the last thirty years, to direct their whole 
experience (considerable as it must be supposed to be) 
to the attainment of such a plan as that to which the 
public attention had been drawn. At present, however, 
although many great improvements had been sug- 
gested, there had not been one to which they could ailix 
that character of permanent stability, which was so gene- 
rally sought. They would stillpursie the same anxious 
enquiry ; but he could not help remarking, thatit were 
better to let the matter rest in the hands of the direc- 
tors :—he feared that going diffusely into the subject 
before the public, had led to more evil than good. ‘They 
had gone on with the late plan, wntil they found the 
ground breaking under them: yet they had still kept 
subject under their practical consideration, although he 
could not flatter the court witha hope of the speedy consum-~ 
mation of their wishes. With respect to the public security 
against forgeries, as matters stood, the Bank were 
ready to give every facility in their power for enlarg- 
ang the metallic currency of the country—they were 
anxious to see more specie in circulation. They be- 
lieved there was gold and silver enough for general pur- 
poses in the metropolis ; but it was supposed that was 
not the case in the country. Ve Bank was most 
anxious, he repeated, that the public should have the 
fullest possible protection against forgeries, by having 
the utmost facility in exchanging notes, LARGE as well 
as SMALL, for metallic currency !” 

Here ends the governor:—and some portion of this 
address please us so much, that if we could depend upon 
them, we would not say another syllable about the 
matter. There are other parts of it, however, which 
are at variance with the general tenor ; and, after some 
little consideration, we are led to believe the whole has 
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been got up merely for effect, as an occasional prologue 
for the season. The governor admits all the expectations 
of a new note are hopeless :—and that, in the opinion of 
the directors, they ever have been so. The directors, 
then, are on this point, at direct issue with reason, art, 
and science. An inimitable note, is a thing not to be 
expected. What is effected by one man, may be imi- 
tated by another, ia a better or worse degree; but in 
many cases sufficiently so for deception. ‘The directors 
could never have been so silly as to suppose they could 
find a human being who could do what none of his spe- 
cies could imitate. The question lay in another direc- 
tion. The object was not to discover what could not 
be brought into existence ; but to make something much 
more difficult of imitation, than a note which any en- 
gravers apprentice might easily counterfeit in a style of 
execution equal to the original. The Bank Note was of 
such inferior workmanship, that we have been credibly 
informed a Bank inspector detected a forgery by the 
superior workmanship of the counterfeit. In this state 
of things all the cunning men in the country, set to work 
under the auspices of the Bank Directors, to produce 
something more worthy cf the name of a paper cur- 
rency. It was impossible to produce any thing inferior 
to the original :—and many “ considerable improve- 
‘‘ ments,” the Directors admit have been suggested ! 
Why have they not been adopted! What reason can be 
given, sufficiently strong, to apologize for the multi- 
tude of executions, since these improvements have been 
suggested, for suffering the temptation to remain the 
same! The artists employed, who are certainly as good 
judges as the directors, proclaim that considerable se- 
curity against forgery might have been afforded ; and of 
this every man must besatisfied, who has any knowledge 
of the ease with which the present- bank notes may be 
imitated. The word of the directors, then, in this in- 
stance is opposed to direct proof to thecontrary of what 
this governor asserts in their game. But the governor 
is not satisfied with this depreciation of their veracity, or 
their understandings. He says they have been these 30 
years endeavouring to find out some means of improy- 
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ing their notes! If this be true, a set of greater simple- 

tons than the Bank Directors for that period were never 
associated together in any impor.ant pursuit :—and if a 
succession of similar wiseacres can be secured fur the 
next 30 years, the prophecy of Pope’s Dunciad may be ful- 
filled, and the reign of stupidity be secure for the re- 
mainder of all time. We can remember nothing in the 
alterations that have taken place, but an obvious effect in 
rendering the noles more easy of telation. There 
used to be the Aaaduer it ing of three clerks upon them :— 

now there is but the sisnature of one’ Is this one of 
the results of thirty years consideration? Within this 
few years it has been diseavered thie pretence of private 
marks was a delusive farce :-——and the Bank itself bas 
furnished an aecount to the lezislature of having taken 
Sorgeries ; — the public are aware it has questioned 
genuine notes | These are admirable results of a thirty 
years endeavour to aiford security for the public ; and 
the decided rejection of a variety of plans which must 
tend to limit the danger to wuich the public is exposed, 
is an additional proof of how fitile is to be expected in 
future. 

Let it not be understood that we went any enemitable 
note. We are alarmed at the declaration, that the direc- 
tors * will still pursue the same anxious enguiry.” This 
forces us to suspect that Fie reign of gold will be ab- 
cuptly terminal ad, nots Uhstanding ¢ altne repeated” 
anxiety that ¢fe padfic will return toa © metallic cur- 
‘rency.” if the Bank is so vi ry anxious that xrothing 

but gold should be current, why should the directors 
take uny farther trouble about their notes ? Why should 
they ISSUC ¢ another of any , description. if the public are 
so stup! : to mete’ forced aoter, the Bank is not now 
abhi; adit to accommodaie them -~ er with forgeries or 
Aa aging®. [thas now the DaWEI , not only in pn Ving its 
notes in gold, but of deed/ roe My cssue any more notes, 
In this way, it canenectually scfure both the public, and 
léiseif. One and two eounct nates t! has ;deciined to issue; 
why dees it continus to issue fives ai nd fens? Let these 
be withdrawn, and forgeries will be annililated. If the 
Bank is * anxious to s¢e more spec i ‘ 


> in circuk ion, 
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its hands. ‘The country, generally, is anxious for gold, 
but zt is not to be obtained any where but inthe metro- 
polis. It is perfectly correct on the part of the Bank to 
refuse to prosecute the utterers of smadlZ notes ; but it is 
an attempt on the part of the directors to keep the jive 
pound notes ir circulation, to prosecute the utterers of 
forgeries to that amount; and agrees but ill with the 
declaration that the Bank are anxious that all notes 
should be exchanged for gold. They should resolutel 

refuse to prosecute at all; and leave all who do not 
choose to transact business in gold, to suffer for their 
own credulity. Ht is, however, not the fault of the Bank, 
while it pays add its noles with gold, that tradesmen are 
sufferers by forgeries:—and they deserve no pity, but 
merit the indignation of all friends to the security of com- 
mercial transactions, who continue to keep notes of ‘an 

description in circulation. ‘There is gold to be had aé 
present. ‘The Bank is anxious that it should be issued : 
—it offers to exchange any notes for gold; and laments 
that its offers should be so much neglected. We give it, 
perhaps, but little more credit for this declaration, than 
for many others which it has made:—but it certainly does 
offer gold, and is at present enabled to supply it. While 
it does this, no fault can be laid to its account; and all 
the blame of tempitng forgeries, and hanging those who 
are tempied to commit them,rests with those tradesmen 
who do not insist upon having the coin of the realm in 
exchange for their goods. While the Bank pays in gold, 
and we hope it will be long before it stops payment 
again, we are willing to forget much of its past conduct ; 
—but we hope public indignation will not forget those 
who lend themselves, against iis wishes, to the circulation 
of any of its notes. This matter isentirely in the power 
of the tradesmen themselves. Let them but refuse to 
take notes, and the fact of tendering them on the part of 
strangers will be deemed sufficient for suspicion and re- 
jection. If they are good, they can get them changed at 
the Bank for gold; a single weeks resolution would ba- 
nish ail notes below twenty pounds from London circu- 
lation; and though twenty pound notes are as easil 

forged as one pound notes, yet those who deal so largely 


would use sufficient caution, either to remember the 
Von. VIT. No. 13. 
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individual from whom the money was_ received, 
or to send for gold while the party remained. 
We are the more earnest in these cautions, because we 
suspect the present payments in gold are not what they 
seem to be. A general arrangement with the govern- 
ment to transact its business in large notes; and the 
hope that habit will incuce all persons who hold or 
transfer money in considerable amount, to continue to 
use the paper currency, seems to be the basis of the pre- 
sent attempt on the part of the Bank, to supply the 
minor transactions of business with a metallic medium. 
This stratagem may have a considerable effect, during 
the continuance of peace, and while the Bank and the 
Government are woven so inseparably together. The 
Government will not call upon the Bank for gold, for its 
immense disbursements ; and all the gold it receives 
through the medium of the Post Office, the Excise, the 
Customs, and other sources of taxation, it will return to 
the Bank, in exchange for notes. A considerable direct 
drain from the Bank is requisite to supply the hoarders 
of money, whio will not lock up paper while gold can be 
had ; and other drains in a variety of commercial regu- 
lations will ultimately reduce the stock of gold, even be- 
low the wants of retail trade, and every day business :— 
and the moment Government stand in need of gold, cash 
payments must be again suspended, even if they should 
be maintained until that period. While, however, gold 
is to be had, and while the Bank is anxious that it 
should be put into circulation, nothing but the grossest 
stupidity, and the most shameful inhumanity, can in- 
duce any one to circulate paper, that may be forged, 
and in which there is no lasting security. Gold ought 
to be demanded throughout the country. It is true, 
country bankers are not bound to pay their notes in 
gold ; but they are bound tu pay, either in gold, or notes 
of the Bank of England, which can easily be converted 
into gold. If the Bank were quite in earnest, it would 
enable all those country bankers to obtain gold for its 
notes without any expence. It has surely profited 
enough by the circulation of its paper, to defray the ex- 
pences of calling it in; and in every town it ought to 
establish an office for the exchange of its own notes, of 
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any amount, for specie. If it did this, and steadily re- 
fused to prosecute for any forgeries, it would give better 
evidence than it has done, of adeszre to replace its notes 
with gold. It is not certainly very surprising it should 
avoid this:—-but it will be wonderful indeed, if those who 
are offered gold for fetching, or sending for it, should de- 
cline what is so obviously theic own interest, and a duty 
towards others. It is hardly necessary to remark upon the 
declaration, that the laws which render the utterers of 
forged notes, and the forgery of them, capital offences, 
are not under the controul of the Bank Direetors, but in. 
the hands of the legislalure—though this is evidently un- 
iruc. The laws have gone out of the hands of the legis- 
lators ; and the Directors do with them just what they 
please. Judges assist them to compound felony in the 
open Courts:—from their agents the law receives its im- 
pulse, and becomes vindiclive—and at their nod, its ter- 
rors subside into insignificance. The penalty is in their 
hands—whom they will, they save—whom they please, 
they condemn. Ifitherto the responsibility has been en- 
tirely their own—but it is now thrown upon the trades- 
men Who lend themselves to the temptation, and upon 


the Jurymen who condemn a wretch to accommodate the 
negligence of a blockhead. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE. 


eee ee 


From the Black Dwarf in “ the admiration of the 
World,’ to the Yellow Bonze. 
REFUSAL OF THE MILITARY TO BE HIRED BRAYOES— 
SILLY ATTEMPT TO DEGRADE SIR R. WILSON. 


My Respected Friend, 


I have been in a sad error all this while, ‘to 
deem my imprisonment any intended punishment on the 
part of my precious judges, and persecutors! It was all 
a mistake of mine. It was to oblige me, they forwarded 
me hither at their own expence, (excepting what it cost 
ine in resiating their kindness) I thought myself about to 
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be locked up in an ordinary prison, pinioned perhaps in 
some cell, and laid upon a pallet of damp straw. And 
when [ arrived here, and found myself in a place from 
whence the licht of the sun is not entirely excluded: — 
where the moon may even occasionally be seen, and the 
stars every night, when it is not cloudy,—I was not 
aware of the Aappiness I enjoyed. I was silly enough 
to think five-and-twenty yards ofapaved yard very little 
space for exercise. The walls | foolishly thought gloomy 
and repulsive. The tron spikes in the front of. every 
situation over which a crow might have ventured to fly, 
were no ornament in my eyes. ‘The massive doors that 
told me I must pass no further, as intelligibly as if they 
had possessed the lungs of Stentor ; and the bolts that 
were reluctantly w ithdrawn in cases of absolute neces- 
sity, had not a szagle charm for me. My eyes were 
jaundiced against my situation. 1 wanted trees, and 
fields, and rising mountains, and surging weves! The 
rudest scene in the wilderness seemed more congenial to 
my soul; and [ would have hazarded ship swreek on the 
most inhospitable island to the prospect of so long an 
inactivity of body. Though I had nothin: 5 On. which to 
found a murmur, against th ose who were to be troubled 
with looking after me, I wished most heartily that trou- 
ble had been spared them, and that I had remained my 
own keeper. Ah! my friend! we little know what is 
best for us ;—and are so obstinate as to refuse credence 
to what our superiors insist upon as right. Dost thou 
know, that this place, which had so little claims upon 
my eralitude, i is—** the admiration of the world!” J 
wonder I never heard thee, who art so well versed in all 
imaginable learning, make mentiun of this, while I re- 
“gree at Japan. Doubilessthou art acquainted with 
; but thoughtest it a fact too well known, to render it a 
ot a of conversation. 1 suppose also, that it is taken for 
granted everywhere as a fact, and that may be the rea- 
son it was never mentioned before. i had been here some 
time, and set down the gaol for a very clean, excellent 
sort of a gaol enough:—and quite good enough for all 
who deserve to be put in a gacl—quite good enough in 
its interior accommodations even for myself, if I might 
have been permitted to peep about on the outside of the 
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wall, when my faet were aching for want of. exercise, 
But I had no conception that the world admired it so 
much! until Mr. Justice Park published this important 
fact, at the last assizes. This quite alters the case. Those 
who live in a place which is the admiration of the world, 
may hope to come in for a little share of the admiration 
themselves. I have grown threc-fifths of an inch taller, 
since I was informed of it:—and I have no doubt what- 
ever, my smooth-speaking friend, Mr. Justice Bailey, 
intended I should be benefited by being sent to. partici- 
pate in the admiration in which my castle is held by the 
world! Ah! these creatures like to “ do good by 
*¢ stealth!” They knew] was fond of wonders—that f£ 
had traversed seas to behold, and clambered Alps to 
reach them; and they were disposed to gratify my cu- 
riosity. I have now no doubt that Mr. Attorney-Gene- 
ral, Mr. Solicitor General, and all the parties to my per- 
secution, had many a nightly consultation to determine 
in what way they could oblige me; and while I was 
railing at them for their cruelty, they may have been 
hugging themselves with delight, to think how admira- 
bly they had contributed to my amusement. I shall be 
young again! The world gazing with admiration on the 
place of my residence! This is exquisite! Perhaps the 
world will unite with its eestacy, the remembrance that 
a little, sable, mimic of humanity, sits in one corner of 
this admiration of the world! The idea is delightful! I 
may be hereafter as important as the fly which a curious 
and exact artist, who did’ not like that little folks should 
be forgotten, painted as he found it on the pedestal of 
a curious column. Posterity may say, the Black Dwarf 
was confined in Warwick gaol, which has always been 
the admiration of the world! [am only wondering why 
the Judge did not contrive to get himself sent here § 
Surely his learned brothers would have obliged him, as 
wellas me. Surely he has more claims upon their 
Justice than [ have! Why, then, has he not been sent 
to ruminate for.afew months in this admiration of the 
world! Why do not the Lord Chief Justice himself, 
and all his learned brothers, gratify their natural 
curtosity by a little wholesome refleetion in these soli- 


tudes ? J will, with pleasure, unake room for them! 
Vor. VII. Na. 13, 
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ey shall haye all my accommodations, to enjoy all the 
eguties of the place. They would add to the world’s 
admiration, and give additional celebrity to Warwick 
gaol; from which I am forced to borrow a little for my- 
self. Into what additional importance would it rise, 
with the face of a judge occasionally looking through the 
bars! A mischievous wight wants to destroy all my 
importance by telling me, that Mr. Justice Park, who 
is the trumpeter of ‘‘ the world’s admiration,” never was 
in the interior ; and judges solely from the exterior ;— 
more particularly from a portion of the building. which 
is called the “‘ Judges House :”—a place fitted up at an 
enormous expence to save the Judge from paying for 
lodging at an inn!—and which is utterly useless for the 
rest of the year! But this isa view of the question i 
cannot persuade myself to take:—nor will I believe that 
any judge runs from Coventry to Warwick, because he 
is at his own expences at the former place. This must 
be mere idle rumour, andI dismiss it with contempt. 

Enough of myself, although residing in the admira- 
tion of the world. I will now tell thee of others. The 
Great Captain has contradicted the report of his being 
scared from the French opera by the young hero, and 
declares the account to be ¢otally false, in a very clerk- 
like note toa morning paper! The Courier and the 
Morning Post have, however, not thought proper to 
make any apology for the error of their two correspon- 
dents; who could hardly have been in any league to 
misrepresent this favorite hero of their masters; and 
who yet contrived to send off two accounts from Paris, 
on the day after the incident was said to have occurred, 
agreeing in the main, but differing in some particulars. 
As the French press can tell us nothing, we must take 
his Grace’s word: but.the reported avenger of the fal len 
brave has given it additional authority by his contradic- 
tion of the matter also. 

A weightier matter than this has occurred. Sir Robert 
Wilson has been dismissed from the military service of 
this country. There is some little mystery about the 


matter; but for my own part, I think it is a measure 
that should not occasion any surprise. Sir Robert is a 
brave soldier, a skilful officer, and a liberal politician. 
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If the former qualities entitled him to some respect 
from the administration, the latter would necessarily 
render him useless to them. He could not serve them, 
if he served the country ; and he preferred the country 
to their service. One rumour states that Sir Robert 
displayed too much humanity, on the day of the funeral 
of her late Majesty, and that he actually remonstrated 
with the Z2/e-quards, for firing without necessity on the 
populace! Here are a variety of ample reasons for his 
dismissal. For a military officer to stay the fury of the 
military, was rank treason to all the principles. of a Cas- 
tlereagh-admiaistration. It is reported that he rode up 
to Capt. Oakes, and said the conduct of the Life Guards 
was a disgrace to the regiment, and to the service. 
Nothing could be clearer sedition than this! It was 
questioning the propriety of the conduct of Capt. Oakes, 
who was the representative at that moment of Mr. Chit- 
tenden, a respectable undertaker’s assistant—and_ Chit- 
tenden was the representative of a respectable under- 
taker, Mr. Bailey—and Mr. Bailey was the representa- 
tive of Lord Liverpool—and Lord Liverpool was the 
representative of the Privy Council—and the Privy 
Council was the representative of Majesty itself!— 
Therefore to offend Capt. Oakes, was to offend his Ma- 
jesty, through this link of connecting dependencies; and 
as the power was regularly transmitted down from one 
to the other, it may be assumed the feeling ran upwards 
in the same manner. Report adds, that Capt. Oakes 
wanted to fight it out personally with Sir Robert Wil- 
son: but that a military committee was called, who 
agreed that to censure any part of the regiment for 
acting wll, was to censure the whole, who were bound to 
think every thing was right which any of them did: and 
it is said to have been agreed that the Duke of York 
Should be told of what Sir Robert had done; and the 
result has been the dismissal of this officer from his com~ 
mand, ‘his Majesty having no further need of his 
‘* services!” Very well, my friend! Then Sir Robert 
must offer his services to somebody else. He can do as 
well without serving the king, as the king without his 
service. Good leaders may always find plenty of fol- 
lowers in troubled times; and the present do nét pro- 
mise to be very peaceable. Europe is on the point of 
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being again generally embroiled :—and what causes may 
ant swords to defend them it is not easy to determine. 
The Genius of Republicanism has unfurled her flag in 
Spain and Portugal:—and into what convulsive efforts 
her presence may force the Hfoly Alliance, remains yet 
to be shewn. Their dreams are by no means pleasant 
since her arrival; and that repose which was to be so 
durable, and firm, is shaken to its very base. There ia 
no meace for Europe untii despotism has breathed ats 
fast. Insuchastate sir Robert need not even seek 
employment. it will court him in so many. shapes, 
a his only question will be which he shall embrace, 

Castlereagh had contrived to lose the services of the best 
sailor in the British fleet, by the mean persecutions of 
Lord Cochrane. That officer has chosen to exert him- 
self in ian liberation of another land. Whether Sir 
Robert may folloy tis example, or prefer the defence 
of his habion ‘ouatry, When the madness of the ministry 
shall have endangered it past t all hope of redemption, is for 
himselfto determine. Ele has received the strongest tesli- 
mony of applause which the ministry have to bestow. 
Their open hostility allies his cause the cause of ev ery 
independent individual. It is unfortunate when they 
profess to estecm any onc; for it creates some suspicion 
that he may re: semble them. The seal of their hatred is 
a necessary pusspurt to public waist, It can never 
be extére, until ali measures are broken with them. 
This seal is now set upon the merits of Sir Robert Wil- 
son; and having had the merit of provoking their dis- 
pleasure, | trust he will have the opportunity of repay- 
ing’ it, as an honest man should recompense the insults 
of his enemies. 

Of the Life-guards I have something to tell thee, 
which will astonish thee, almost as much as it did the 
boobies, male, aud female, who have been subseribing to 
reward them for a purpose which they dare not avow. 
The regiment has refused to accept the money which 
ibe Courier inspired a cily noodle to collect for their 
use, for having only killed taro men, in the late contest 
with the people! The subscribers are ina sad plight ; 
and the daddies, in particular, I hear are quite indignant at 
the military refusi ug to be h ired to play the part of Italian 
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bravoes. I know not what they will do, on the occasion. 
—It is proposed to’ transfer the money to the funds of 
the Military Asylum, in the hope of converting the 
“ sucking-swordsmen,” as a cetemporary calls them, 
into Manchester heroes, when they are of sufficient age ; 
but what is to be done in the sean time? The * rabble” 
will not return back to their cradles, to be rocked asleep 
until these “ sucking swordsmen,” shall be able to leave 
their leading-strings, and walk alone! This will proba- 
bly induce many of the suberibing patrons of bloodshed, 
to withdraw their subscriptions, to the great grief of 
those who have had the trouble to collect it. The poor 
honerary secretary must lament sorely the abortive end 
of his virtuous occupation; and it is whispered that 
Mister BladeS wishes the Courier had finished his 
journey to a certain place, before he had involved him in 
so stupid a dilemma. J had some fears the subseription 
would not find its way enéire into the military fund ; 
but I did not suppose the matter would have ended in 
so very ridiculous a manner. ‘There is but one way in 
which they can be fairly extricated out of the dilemma, 
and that way ought to be adopted. Let them employ 
the money in equipping the subscribers, as a regiment 
of “ Volunteer Furies,” to slaughter upon their own 
account, since they cannect hire bravoes upon their own 
terms. Let them shew the world how “ the rabble” 
ought to be treated, when it presumes to stand in the 
way of ministerial caprice. Blades, mounted upona 
poney of Jerusalem, will look still more whimsical in the 
field, than he dees upon paper. The petticoat sub- 
scribers will make an excellent dight eompany :—the 
thick-headed portion of the men will make admirable 
_ pioneers :—and if there beany nimdble-fingered gentry 
among them, their foraging party will be complete. 
As a part of the aukward squad, there is Dr. Slop and 
the Courier, for throwing the hatchet, and drawing the 
long bow:—and they will be amply supplied with camp 
trulls, aud baggage drivers out of the list of ariony mous 
subscribers. ‘There is only this way left them to escape 
from the pedestals of shame, where they stand the 
mockery of every scorner. Let them then pay their 
lady subscribers the compliment of leading the yan, with 


























446 THE BLACK DWARP. 


a blood-stained petticoat for a standard, and “‘ march to 
‘‘ glory” through all the vile ways that weak heads can 
suggest to unfeeling hearts. Thou wilt probably ask, 
why they do not give a portion of the money which they 
know not how to employ, to the wives and children of 
Honey and Francis:—but this would be out of character. 
‘There are animals, thou knowest, whose business is not 
to heal, but to wound—not to lessen the miseries of their 
fellow-creatures, but to grin at them, and pass by. 
Wouldest thou expest a wild beast to play the part of a 
physician? As little canst thou expect those to weep 
with sorrow, who could propose to reward the conduct 
which gave it birth. 

There is much speculation afloat, as to the motives 
which occasioned the life guards to refuse the money. 
Some say, that the blundering Courier discovered that 
the soldiers might mistake the cash as intended to reward 
a forbearance which they did not shew; and feared that 
in future, the soldiers might sit getly upon their horses, 
counting the brick-bats that might be thrown at them, 
in the hope of being again rewarded for their forbear- 
ance. This would have been to counteract the intent of 
the subscription. Others say, it was perceived that an 
attempt to reward those who were bruised in the affair, 
would have been too ridiculous: inasmuch as two or 
three pitch-plasters, and a shilling’s worth of Turner’s 
Cermte, would have cured them allin twenty-four hours. 
The men themselves were ashamed to pretend to any in- 
juries that would have qualified them for the receipt of 
twenty shillings a~piece; and this detection of the 
falsehood of the reported casualities, it is said, drove the 
subscribing noodles almost to madness. They could not 
tind an excuse to hang their rewards upon, so they ven- 
lured to propose to pay them for merely doing their 
duty. The soldiers, or some one else, perceived this was 
a dangerous precedent. It was probably imagined dan- 
gerous to lead the military to look to the public for re- 
ward ; as it might lead them to consider what conduct 
would be likely to please the public! It is true, the 
fellows and /adies, who compose the list of present sub- 
scribers have no pretenge to use the name of the public ; 
hut they do assume at, and roldiers are easily misled. 
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Hence it was necessary to check the establishing of &: 
most dangerous precedent: and the committee of the 
Regimental Fund, though rather late, declined to: be: 
contaminated with the bribe. Another report is, that 
the committee thought the contributions foo large, as. 
only two of the populace had actually been destroyed; . 
and had entered into a resolution to give a small part of. 
the money to the Oxford Blues, to encourage them. to.be. 
a little more alert in future ; but that the Oxford Blues. 
had peremptorily refused to be mixed up in. any way 
with such a race, and thus the Life Guards were also in~ 
duced to imitate the refusal of their fellow soldiers. 
From whatever motives the refusal has proceeded, .it is 
one at which humanity has reason to rejoice; as the 
effect of such a subscription, had its object been com- 
pleted, would have been to arm the populace against the 
military, as well as the military against the populace. 
No resolute spirit would have ventured abread in future, 
where danger might have been apprehended, without the 
means of self protection. It would have taught the peo- 
ple to rely more upon themselves, than upon the law ; 
and this feeling would have increased from accumulated 
injuries, until society had been armed against authority, 
and the reign of anarchy had been proclaimed. The 
country may now hope to escape this result for a consi- 
derable period, if these disappointed simpletons can only 
be quiet ; but if they are encouraged to sow the seeds of: 
dissention, they may be sure of reaping that harvest of 
tares which they will have prepared for themselves. Thy 
friend and well wisher, | : 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
P.S. [had almost forgotten to inform thee that the Bridge. 
Street Gang has experienced more defeats. Two indict-. 
ments have been preferred against Mr. Hone, who has im- 
mortalized this era of political carricature by a “‘ Slap at. 
Slop,” as. he calls it, which he bas given the Doctor so hard, 
that instead of turning the other check, with due Chris-. 
tian humility, this hero of the Slop-pail has run down: 
right mad, and threatens to repay the “ Slap” as soon’as 
ever he is able. The Grand Jury, however, have thrown 
out the bills ; as well as a third, which, in great anxiety 
tor his character, Mr. Sharpe, the Cheepside Mr. 
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Sharpe, the worthy honorary assistant secretary of the 
Guth, thought proper to prefer against a Sunday paper, 
for repeating some epithets which Mr. Sheriff Waithman 
thought proper to best6w upon Mr. Sharpe, at the Com- 
mon Hall, on the nomination of Sheriffs! Mr. Waith- 
man then called upon Mr. Sharpe to reply, if he had any 
thing to say in his own defence ; but this worthy gentle- 
man seems to have deemed it most prudent to spare his 
own modesty the recital of his unknown virtues, and to 
employ a counsel who for an adequate fee, would white- 
wash the devil, or paint an angel black. This would 
cost something: but then Mr. Sharpe has the manage- 
ment of the Gang ; and it would be hard indeed, if they 
could not spare him a little to establish his character, 
seeing how little the Gang can afford to spare. 


od ~— 

















MR. MADDOCKS TO THAT CONSTITUTIONAL 
JUDGE, MR. JUSTICE BAILEY! 


ae 
Et tu, Brute >?” 


** Ie Saul also amongst the boroughmongers ?” 


ee 


My Lorp! 


As one of the defendants in the case of the King 
against Major Cartwright, Thomas Jonathan Wooler, George 
Edmonds, William Greathead Lewis, and Charles Maddocks, 
I take leave to address a few lines to you on the subject of my 
particular case; in order to shew that your lordship has either 
made anerror in passing judgment upon me; or that your 
judgment is not, and cannot be just. I would willingly hope 
there is some mistake ; and that my senteuce of imprisonment 
was mtended to be for EIGHTEEN WEEKS instead of the 
eighteen months which your lordship was understood to have 
given. For your own sake, my lord, I hope there has been 
some error; and'that neither the court, nor your lordship whom 
some folks calla CONSTITUTIONAL Judge, intended to be 
unjust. Atall events I will take permission to lay before you 
the evidence which was given against me, at what was called 
our trial, which took place at Warwick on the 3rd and 4th of 
August, 1820, before Baron Richards and a well selected Spe- 
@al- Jury. 1 callit well selected, because I was told by the 
court ef which you are a member, that I should not be alowed 
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to call it a packed jury; although Major Cartwright told) your 
lordships, that he was sure the jury had been packed. In this 
opinion every uninflueuced person, who heard the arguments 
employed by our counsel, and by Mr. Wooler, in this part of 
our case, must acquiesce. But your lordship may consider it 
of no importance whether a prosecutor packs a jury, or not; 
for you are reported to have said, ina prior case, that if select- 
ing meant packing, then the master of the Crown Office hada 
right to pack a jury. That our jury was packed was satisfac- 
torily shewn at our mock trial by Mr. Wooler, who also ‘pro- 
tested against the whole of the proceedings and clearly proved 
that in every stage of the proceedings there was no regard to 
those fixed principles of justice, which alone merit the name of 
law. Having made this digression, I will now proceed to state 
the evidence adduced against me; and then to make such ob- 
servations as a sense of duty to myself, and to the public, shall 
appear to me to be necessary; without fear of giving offence to 
your lordship by speaking truth; which it has been suggested to 
me drew down upon ine the displeasure of the court, and ad- 
ditional severity of punishment, when J received sentence. 

The first evidence against me was Thomas Hunt, of Sitrat- 
ford-on-Avon, who is, or was clerk of the peace for the county 
of Warwick. His evidence was intended to prove that I had 
sent him a letter, in which was copied the advertisement for 
calling a public meeting, on Newhall Hill, on the 12th of July, 
1819. ‘The advertisement being signed by George Edmonds, 
by myself, and tive other persons. 

The second evidence against me was James Boyce. He 
stated that Major Cartwright having taken lodgings at his house, 
on the 10th of July, 1819; I had waited on the Major the 
Same evening ; that I also called on him on the morning of the 
following day, Sunday, as well as on the morning of the ‘next 
day, Monday, the day of the public meeting; and that he saw 
me on the hustings at Newhall Hill. 

The third evidence was Francis Johnson, ‘a grocer, an ac- 
comptant, an auctioneer, aad a pawn-broker; who has since 
had given fo him the situation of Collector of the Horse Daty 
Inthe Birmingham district ; and who was, a‘day or two before 
the coronation, put into the jail in which I am confined, ‘as a 
defaulter for 720]. expecting that an act of grace would imme- 
diately liberate him. ‘The evidence given by this man was, that 
he saw me on the hustings; that he heard ane address the 
prevbere f and heard me say ‘that the cause of all our cala- 
rt i and, in a great measure, the calamities of the world, 

ay m the corrupt state of the representation of the people 
“OF Eneland in parliament :” that I afterwards read a states 
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ment of sinecures and pensions, and proposed several resolu- 
tions: the first of which was a *‘ complaint, remonstrauce, and. 
‘‘ petition,” to the House of Commons:—a second was that 
the meeting should elect a gentleman as their Jegislatorial at- 
torney aud representative :--a third, that Sir Charles Wolseley, 
Baronet, be elected legislatorial attorney and representative of 
the inhabitants of Birmingham, in whose person they would 
try their right to parliamentary representation, and who should 
be instructed to claim on their behalf, by letter to the speaker 
of the House of Commons, admission into that house as a 
member thereof. And a fourth, which proposed Edmonds, 
with others, as a deputation to wait upon Sir Charles Wolseley. 

The fourth evidence was Samuel Dickenson, Surgeon, who 
deposed, that he believed he saw me on tlie hustings, at the 
meeting, but that he would not swear it point blank :—that 
| addressed the meeting, and concluded with proposing four 
resolutions which were carried, One of these resolutions was, 
that the inhabitants of Birmingham do now proceed to elect one 
person in whom they can confide, as their legislatorial attorney, 
and representative, in whose person they might try their right 
to parliamentary representation ; and he (Dickenson) believed 
the remaining part of the resolution was, that he should be in- 
structed to get admission, as a member, into the house :—ano - 
ther resolution followed which was that Sir Charles Wolseley 
should be elected legislatorial attorney and representative, and 
that he should be instructed by a letter to the house, to have 
admission there.as a member thereof :—another was “ the ap- 
“ pointment of a deputation to wait upon Sir C. Wolseley with 
“ these resolutions.” 

With regard to my address to the meeting, he stated that I 
said the distress of the people arose from the bad state of the 
representation; but he did not recollect me having said any. 
thing more prominent, nor any thing worse than that. 

This my lord is the whole of the evidence agamst me, I will 
now say a few words with regard to the matter given as evi- 
dence by each of the four witnesses, and will make some ob- 
servations on the futility, and a!so the falsehood, of the charges. 

What was the charge as preferred by the first witness? 
What did he prove against me?’ That I sent him notice of the 
intended meeting, gave hima copy of the advertisement which 
announced it, and that my name was one of the seven by which 
the advertisement was signed. Is there, my lord, any crime in 
giving notice of a public meeting? Only a few years before, 
an express law was made declaring all meetings illegal, unless 
called by notice in writing signed by seven householders, This 
law, however, had expired previous to the Birmingham meeting, 
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without my knowledge :—-there was therefore no legal necessity 
existing for sending any notice at all. But does this conduct 
on my part shew any thing of the nature of a conspiracy, a 
charge which was so ridiculously and so impudently made 
against me: or does it not shew the grossest conspiracy against 
me on the part of the persons who brought it forward? Is it 
for any crime proved by this man that I merited the rum of 
my business and prospects in life, and an imprisonment of eigh- 
teen months? besides the heavy fine of the expences of the 
prosecution. 

‘The second witness was Boyce. His evidence amounted to 
this:—that Major Cartwright had taken lodgings at his house ; 
that I had called upon the Major three times; and that he 
(the witness) saw me on the hustings. Upon my denying that 
1 had called so many times upon the worthy Major, the witness 
admitted he might be mistaken, and said it might only be 
twice.—Being questioned how long I staid with the Major, this 
witness said, not more than two or three minutes on the second 
visit. Will you, my good lord, inform me, whether it be for 
any crinie py by this man that your lordship passed upon 
me so mild a sentence, as an incarceration for eighteen months? 
Will your lordship convert it into a crime, (I am sure the law 
does not) for a person to call, from personal respect, upon 
Major Cartwright? Believe me, I should feel more pleasure 
by being in the company of that divine old man one moment, 
than in the company of all the kings, priests, and political 
judges, in existence. But the witness saw me on the hustings ! 
Will you, my good lord, tell me whether it be a crime to be 
on the hustings at a public meeting ? 

The third witness was Francis Johnson. His evidence was 
intended to prove that I addressed the meeting on Newhall Hill; 
and in doing this, I attributed, to the best of his recollection, 
the calamities of this country, aud of the world, to the corrupt 
state of the representation of the people of England in Parlia- 
ment: “ that] read a statement of sinecures and pensions ;” 
hut, upon his cross examination, he said he did not recollect a 
single name that was mentioned ; and that I proposed several 
resolutions: that the first was a petition to the House of Com- 
mous ; the second was that the meeting should elect a legisla. 
tonal atterney for the town of Birmingham (that is, to elect a 
person who should possess all the power that they could ‘give 
him to act for them in affairs of legislation): the third, that 
Sir Charles Wolseley should be elected: and the fourth, that 
rere with others, should be appointed to wait upon Sir 
Charles. | 


The evidence of this man is partly true, but mostly untrue. I 
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mivht liave said, that the corrupt state of the representation ot 
the people of England had produced great calamities to this, 
and other countries; and I might have mentioned what some 
of our great sintecurists had received out of the public plunder: 
but your Lordship was quite unable to show that I had can 
aity law, even boroughmonger-law, by so doing. Indeed, 
Lord, { believe T have as much right to say these things as mee 
Lordship has to receive your annual blessings out of the blessed 
sum total of national distress and taxation. ‘That 1 proposed 
four resolutions to the meeting is true; but that the matter of 
these resolutions related, as this witness swore, toa petition to 
be presented to the House of Commons, to the election of a 
legislatorial attorney, to Sir Charles’s being elected, or to Ed- 
monds and others being appointed as a deputation to wait 
upon Sir Charles is w holly false. In order to show how almi- 
rably this witness regarded the sanctity of au oath, and how zea- 
lously he might have been disposed to qualify himself for the 
ofhce of keeper to the Birmingham prisoi, 2 situation for which 
he was a candidate at the per: od of the Birmingham meeting, I 
will give the words of the four resolutions I did propose, They 
were read atthe mock trial, as being proposed by me, from a 
report of the proceedings of the meeting which Mr. Spurrier, 
the agent for the prosecution, produced. They were as fol- 
lows :— 

Resolved Ist. That in the shameful facts which the quar- 
relling of rogues at Barnstaple, Penryn, and Grampound have 
brought to light, we havea lively picture of the bribery and 
abominations, which almost, if vot altogether, universally pre- 
vail, in those ‘sinks of corruption called open boroughs. 

Resolved 2d. ‘That in an infamons transaction at lichester, 
in the depth of last winter, we at once see the destructive spi- 
rit, and the true means by which unprincipled Peers, as well as 
others who are candidates for the Peerage, have metamor- 


phosed open boroughs into close boroughs, for the purposes 
of guilty ambition. 


Resolved 3d. ‘That so long as such unprincipled Peers, and 


would-be Peers, shall have at their absolute command a great 
majority of the seats of the Commons’ House, which is nothing 
short of subversion of the Constitution, it is manifest they will 
continue to defeat a reform of that House, antil the injured 
people, dettrmined on recovering their liberty, shall become 
too numerous, and shall raise a voice too awful to be treated 
with contempt. 

Resolved 4th. That a mumber of gentlemen in whom this 
meeting confide, having stated, that there bas, now for a year 
and a half past, been before the publie, published by Effing- 
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ham Wilson of London, Bookseller, ‘A Bill of Rights and 
“ Liberties,” for effecting a Radical Reform 4n the, House of 
Commons, on the simple principles of voting for representa- 
tives (which is a common right) being exercised by all men of 
mature age and sound mind, who have not forfeited the right 
by any crime; the votes being given by ballet; and the repre+ 
sentative body being received once a year; it is the opinion of 
this meeting, that the said Bul ought to be adopted aud passed - 
into a Jaw. 

After comparing these four resolutions with those sworn to 
by the witness, Jolinson, I would ask your Lordship, whether, 
le be not worthy of a situation under Government. 

The other witness was Samuel Dickenson. He swore to my 
addressing the people (though he could not swear to my person 
“ point blank”), but did not recollect my having said anything 
worse, than that the distresses of the people were occasioned 
by the bad state of the representation. He swore that I pro- 
posed several resolutions, and stated the subject of three. of 
them. They were in effect the same as three of those swurn to 
by Johuson; therefore | hope it will be no libel to say, that 
this man also is, what I will not mame—and proved to be so, 
from the evidence produced by Mr. Spurrier. 

‘Faking the palpable falsehoods, my good Lord, from the evi- 
dence given against me, what does there remain? Why, that I sent 
a notice of the meeting to the Clerk of the Peace; that I paid 
two visits to the venerable Majer Cartwright, staying two or 
three minutes with him ou the second visit; that 1 addressed 
the people of Birwwingham at a public meeting; and that the 
worst part of my address was that, in which I attributed the 
distresses of the country to the bad state of the representation 
of the people in Parliament. This is the whole of the evidence 
against me. ‘There is not the shadow of a crime even hinted at, 
by any of the witnesses; nor could your good Lordship say that 
any crime liad been committed. Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, was 
defied by Mr. Wooler, at our mock-irial, to point out any law 
that had been violated. Your Lordship and coadjutors, in the 
Court of King’s Bench, were bearded in the same manner; but 
neither the learned Serjeant nor your Lord:hips were able. to 
point out any such violation of the law! What did you say to 
this? Why, you expressly said, that you believed our inten- 
tions were not to produce any evil. Why, then, most.merciful 
Judge, should any pumisliment be inflicted? Why should the 
sentence be more severe upon ME, than upon two of the other 
defendants, against whom’ your Lordship saith the evidence was 
much more clear and decisive than against me? Why slould 
your sentence upor one of these more guilly persons (accord- 
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iug to what your Lordship said) be niue months imprisonment, 
while mine, who according to your Lordship was less guilfy, is 
eighteen months? May I ask your Lordship, whether the ver- 
dict obtained against me upon this evidence, and by means of 
a packed jury, who I have no doubt would have returned a 
verdict of high treason against the man in the moon, on the 
very same evidence, if the Judge had expressed a wish for such 
a verdict, ought to have been visited upon me by such a sen- 
tence. 

There are now two persons in Ilchester Jail, named Carter 
and Hillier, both of whom have been condemued to death ; the 
first for horse-stealing, the other for house-breaking, but whose 
seutences have been commuted for eighteen months tmprison- 
ment. Under all the circumstances of my case, did I deserve 
the same punishment as this Aorse-stecler, and this house- 
breaker? Is it upon the flimsy evidence adduced against me, 
that I ought to have been harrassed for two years with a go- 
vernment prosecution : compelling me to attend at Warwick 
during three Assizes, a distance of twenty miles from my busi- 
ness, and the Court of King’s Bench during three terms, a dis- 
tance of a hundred miles from it; and, at length, be cast into 
prison for as long a peried, as that which is frequently the com- 
mutation with felons for a sentence of death ?—leaving, at the 
same time, my afflicted family to depend on the precarious cha- 
rity of friends, or on the parish for subsistence? Once more, 
my Lord, may I ask you, whether you consider this as even- 
handed justice? If you do, Lam sure it will not be so conot- 
dered by any unprejudiced, or unbonght voice, in the kingdom. 

{ do not wish, my lord, that you should consider this address 
as a complaint to you, from the perusal of which I expect any 
redress. I would not degrade myself by acting so hypocriti- 
cally. If it had ever been my lot to have been put to the rack, 
by the Inquisitors of Old Spain, I would not have complained; 
and, for the same reason, J will make no complaint to your 
Lordship, of the injustice of effecting my ruin by a government 
prosecution—than sentencing me to jail for eighteen months — 
aud, after the expiration of that time, to find securities for five 
years, in a heavy amount, for what is called my good behaviour; 
though I am to be thus treated by the present Castlereagh ad- 
ministration, without the least particle of even boroughmonger 
law having been violated, or the least crime having been com- 
mitted. 

You must be aware, my lord, that you and your coadjutors 
are but men ; that you are liable to the same passions, and the 
same weaknesses, as other men; and that there are instances 
on record where judges who have claimed and received great 
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respect and reverence while on the Bench, have nevertheless 
had all their living fame destroyed by the sentence of an impar- 
tial posterity ; even when the change of parties has not reached 
them whilealive. A consideration of these things ought to have 
some effect upon the minds of men in power, and forewarn 
them, lest they abuse it to their own ultimate mortification. 

{ intended to have made some comments upon the motives 
which I considered influenced the Court in the many interfup- 
tions I experienced, on addressing it in vindication of myself, 
when [ appeared before it to receive judgment; but this I 
must defer till another opportunity. In the mean time, Iwill 
subscribe myself, with all due sespect, My Lord, 

“One of the boroughmongering victims 
Tn Warwick Gaol, h 
CHARLES MADDOCKS. 


— _ of_ 





TO THE EDITOR. 


—— ee 


Sept. 17, 1821. 
Sir, 

That the House of *****, in its proceedings on the Bilé 
of Pains and Penalties, may not appear, according to the 
fancies of some, in a new light, allow me to set before your 
readers a picture of it in 1775, drawn by the hand of Franklin, 
equally eminent as a philosopher and a politician. It is as fel- 
ows :— 

‘To hear so many of these hereditary legislators declaimin 
‘so vehemently against, not the adopting merely, but even the 
‘ consideration of a proposal so important in its nature, offered 
* by a person (Lord Chatham) of so weighty a character, one of 
‘ the first statesmen of the age, who had taken up this country 
* when in the lowest despondency, and conducted it to victor 
“and glory, through a war with two of the mightiest kiggdoms 
‘ in Europe, to hear them @ensuring his plan, not only for their 
* own misunderstandings of what was in it, but for their imagi- 
* nations of what was not in it; which they would not give them- 
selves an opportun‘ty of rectifying by a second reading; to 
_ Perceive the total ignorance of the subject in some, the pre- 
judice and passion of others, and the wilful perversion of 
plain truth in several of the ministers; and upon the whole 
, 50 See It so ignominiously rejected by so great a majority, and 
‘ $0 hastily too, in breach of all decency, and prudent regard to 
the character and dignity of their body, as a third part of the 

uational legislature, gave me an exceeding mean opinion of 
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¢ their abilities, and made. their claim of sovereignty over three 
‘ miilliona,of virtuous, sensible people, in America, seem the 
‘ greatestof absurdities, since they appeared: to-have searce dis- 
‘ cretion enough to gover a-herd-of swine; Hereditary legis 

‘laloys! thought I. Thereavould be more propriety, becduse 
‘less hazard of mischief; in having (as in some University in 
‘ Germany) dereditary pr of essore of mathematics! But this 
‘was a hasty reflection; for the eleeted House of Commons is 
‘no better, vor ever, will be, while the electors receive money 
‘for their voles, aud pay money wherewith ministers may bribe 
‘ their representatives when chosen,’ 

The patriot philosopher strove, as long as possible, to pres 
serve the connection between the two countries, as parts of one 
ewpire, under the same king ; but m the end was compelled, by 
the tyramy of the government, to concur in, and promote the 
separation, that the liberties of bis native America might be 
preserved. Had Franklin been an Englishman, his-sense and 

virtue might, with his experience, have changed his original opi- 
nions and view S$, as.a good cilizen, respecting a preservation ot 
English liberty; for, in his own country, some time after we 
had left Europe, we find him reasoning thus :—* The division 
‘ of the legislature into two or three brauches in England, Was 
‘it the product of wisdom, or the effect of necessity, arising 
* from the pre-existing prevalence of an odious feudal System ? 
§ whiclr government, notwithstanding this division, is now be: 
«come, m fact, an ABSOLUTE MONARCHY - since the 
‘. King, by bribing the representatives with the people’s money, 
‘carries, by his miuisters,all the measures that -please him : 
‘which is equivalent to governing without a payliamént, and 
* renders the machine of government much médre complex anid 
f expensive; and from its being more sear, more easily put: 
‘ out of order.’ 

Perhaps some may think the philosopher was not quite’ Wile 
ef the mark, when thev reflect on the recent’ treatment of adic- 
tinguished militar 'y officer awl a presiding civil magistiidte; for 
appéearwg to have ford moment forgotten the definition of ‘fie- 
narchy—namely —that it is the absolute eoverninent of ONE, 
and a government ia Which all must obsequiously act and thins 


in perfect unison with the mind: of the nronarelr, or take, “the 
consequences, “4 
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